

ADOPTED 10/28/08


Introduced by Council Members Redman and Yarborough: 

RESOLUTION 2008-982-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING INDIVIDUALS WHO HAVE EFFECTED TREMENDOUS POSITIVE CHANGES IN THE FOSTER CARE SYSTEM IN JACKSONVILLE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, November is National Adoption Awareness Month, and it is fitting that the City of Jacksonville recognize the commitment and innovation of local leaders to improve the foster care system and promote the adoption of children  in Northeast Florida; and


WHEREAS, Nancy Dreicer, Regional Director of the Florida Department of Children and Families; Judge David M. Gooding, Judge Waddell Wallace, Judge Jack Schemer, and Judge Henry Davis, Duval County Circuit; Mike Widman, Board Chair, Family Support Services of North Florida, Inc.; and Jim Adams, CEO, Family Support Services of North Florida, Inc., have provided vision and action to improve the foster care system and to expand the opportunities for children to find forever homes; and


WHEREAS, the National Foster Care System is broken and incremental changes have been minimally effective, it was apparent that to effect change in the overall system required a comprehensive systematic change, and as the need for radical change was seen in Northeast Florida, research appeared that showed many children were better off in an abusive home than by entering the foster care system; and 


WHEREAS, that stunning research inspired Duval County to begin a pilot that will radically change the system and create a new one that will meet the needs of children and ensure they have the opportunity to achieve positive outcomes; and


WHEREAS, through intensive up-front work and training, it is hoped that children can safely remain with their families and not become part of the foster care system; and


WHEREAS, there were more adoptions in Duval County in the past fiscal year than in any county in Florida by far, even counties with twice the population, by raising awareness of the need for forever families for the children in the system through effective collaborations in local, state government, faith-based and the business community, workers, families, judges and partners to help improve the availability of such efforts; and


WHEREAS, Duval County’s future for children in care depends on rapidly increasing adoptions, reducing foster care placements and working so children can remain in their  homes while safely reducing the number of children in foster care by 50 percent by 2012, and support of this goal represents a worthy commitment to our children’s future and our community; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

That the City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Nancy Dreicer, Regional Director of the Florida Department of Children and Families; Judge David M. Gooding, Judge Waddell Wallace, Judge Jack Schemer, and Judge Henry Davis, Duval County Circuit; Mike Widman, Board Chair, Family Support Services of North Florida, Inc.; and Jim Adams, CEO, Family Support Services of North Florida, Inc., for their outstanding efforts and tireless devotion to the cause of improving the outcomes of children in foster care and dramatically increasing the number of adoptions in Jacksonville.  Their efforts and insights will have a profound positive effect on generations of Jacksonville’s children and will help them live happier, healthier, more productive lives.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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